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Responses to Comments from the City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works

14-1. The commenter supports the analytical approach used in the draft EIR.  No response is
necessary.

14-2. The SWRCB is following EPA’s process of amending the Part 503 regulations, but these
changes are not being automatically incorporated into the proposed GO.  Many of the EPA
proposed changes are in a review stage and have not been adopted as final rules.  SWRCB
staff will incorporate changes as they are deemed necessary to protect water quality and
public health.

14-3. Since the proposed GO is potentially applicable to several different entities, the titles of
groups of people is important and should be used in a concise and consistent manner.
Discharger refers to the entity issued and required to comply with the proposed GO.  As
such, the discharger could be any entity listed on the GO’s Notice of Applicability, but in
all cases will include the landowner and the generator.  See Master Response 4 regarding
metals limits.

14-4. See Master Response 2.

14-5. In all cases, the landowner and the generator will be the discharger, sometimes in
conjunction with other entities.  All aspects of compliance remain with the discharger,
including activities usually associated with the applier.  As such, use of the term
“discharger” may appear confusing.  Also see Response to Comment 14-3.

14-6. See Master Response 3.

14-7. Such actions (pre-empting of local ordinances) is beyond the authority of the SWRCB.
Accordingly, the subject language is accurate and shall remain in the proposed GO.  Also
see Response to Comment 23-4.

14-8. See Master Response 4.

14-9. Short-term storage is defined in the proposed GO as less than 7 days; long-term storage is
defined as holding biosolids on site for more than 7 days.  Staging is defined in the
proposed GO as less than 48 hours.  Holding biosolids on site can create nuisances and
impact the aesthetic value of the surrounding environment.  The text of the proposed GO,
as found in Finding No. 3(aj). of Appendix A, is amended to read as follows: 

Biosolids storage sites used as a temporary holding facility for less than or
equal to 7 seven days.  
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The text on page ES-10, last paragraph, third sentence of the draft EIR is revised as
follows: 

The proposed GO defines short-term...for more than longer than 48 hours but less
than . . .

14-10. See Master Response 4. 

14-11. See Master Response 4. 

14-12. See Master Response 5.

14-13. See Master Response 5.

14-14. See Master Response 5.

14-15. Comment noted.  The text of the proposed GO, as found in Finding No. 1(b). of Appendix
A, is amended to read: 

All Exceptional . . . 10 dry tons per acre per year for use as a soil amendment
to continuous fields . . .

14-16. Comment noted.  The text of the proposed GO, as found in Finding No. 3(aj). of Appendix
A, is amended to read: 

Biosolids storage sites used as a temporary holding facility for less than or
equal to 7 seven days. 

14-17. The primary entity permitted under this proposed GO will be the landowner and the
generator.  The landowner is the primary entity responsible for operations allowed on
properties and the condition of the properties.  The generator is also primarily responsible
as the entity required to comply with federal regulations.

14-18. The Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act applies to any entity that discharges
into a source of drinking water any chemicals known to the State to cause cancer or
reproductive toxicity.  It applies with or without being specified in the proposed GO.  As
such, the proposed GO only brings attention to that law.

14-19. Incorporating soil background is consistent with the risk assessment.  On page 117 of  “A
Guide to the Biosolids Risk Assessment for the EPA Part 503 Rule,” the EPA identifies
the “Risk Assessment Acceptable Soil Concentration” for pollutants in biosolids.
California has unique geology and therefore has unique soils.  For example, some soils in
the Salinas Valley contain higher-than-average cadmium levels.  Also, soils in the Central
San Joaquin Valley contain molybdenum.  As such, the proposed GO attempts to equate
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these inequities to account for California conditions.  Use of background soils
concentrations is discussed in more detail in the proposed GO.  Specific requirements
addressing background soils is explicitly stated.  See Discharge Specification No. 5 in the
proposed GO (Appendix A).

14-20. See Master Response 7 and Master Response 8.

14-21. See Master Response 3.

14-22. The text of the proposed GO, as found in Finding No. 3 of Appendix A, is amended to add
the definition of “grower” as follows: 

o.  Grower: Person or entity primarily responsible for planting, maintaining and
harvesting or allowing the use of crops and/or range land for domestic animal
or human use.

14-23. In conjunction with the proposed GO, the discharger, by obtaining the requirements, is
made aware of the potential adverse health effects when using biosolids in a manner which
is not compatible with the General Order.  Although not every violation may constitute an
eminent threat to human health, the discharger can make a determination that such is the
case if it is believed necessary to ensure compliance with this requirement.  SWRCB staff
believes that the discharger should immediately notify the State Office of Emergency
Services if a significant health threat has been created.

14-24. The Pre-Application Report has been modified to include a separate location to report the
Applier, if applicable.

14-25. See Response to Comment 7-3.
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